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  TOWN OF NEWFIELDS SELECT BOARD 

MEETING MINUTES 

TUESDAY DECEMBER 21, 2021 

 
 

Select Board Present:   Betsy Coes, Jacquelyn Silvani & Michael Sununu  

Others Include:  Newfield’s Health Officer, Bobby Kelly  
 

Call to order at 7:01 pm. 

 

The Select Board reviewed and approved the following items: 

 

School Tax Paid 12/10/21:   Accounts Payable Manifest $418,410.00 

Checks Dated  12/17/21: Accounts Payable Manifest $    1,988.77     

Checks Dated  12/17/21: Accounts Payable Manifest $    2,248.59   

Checks Dated  12/24/21: Accounts Payable Manifest $  28,304.96      

  

 

Bobby Kelly presented his ARPA funding request totaling $7,317.28 for the purposes of 

containing and mitigating the spread of Covid-19 in the community. Some items include at home 

test kits; HEPA filter air purifier, surgical masks and the printing and postage of town mailers with 

public health information.  

 

Jacqui motioned, seconded by Betsy, to accept the Health Officer’s request for funds for 

$7,317.28.  Michael opposed preferring to first have a plan in place to determine priority and 

distribution of the home test.  The motion carried.    

 

Michael motioned, seconded by Betsy, to allow the Health Officer to hold a vaccine clinic at the 

Town Hall on Monday, January 17th from 8:00am -12:00 pm at the Town Hall. All were in favor 

and the motion carried.   
 

Michael notified the Board that Lily Lane’s bond was extended for another two years.  No further 

action is required by the Board at this time.   

 

Michael motioned, second by Jacqui, to approve that Town employees be eligible for the 457 

Retirement Plan.   This plan is fully employee contributed and will allow the employee to withdraw 

funds upon separation from the Town or retirement.  All were in favor and the motion carried. 

 

The Board acknowledged correspondence from the Chick family thanking the Town for flowers 

received at the funeral service of William Chick.     

 

Michael motioned, seconded by Betsy, to approve the language in the draft Warrant Article for 75 

Main Street.  The Board acknowledged that changes may be made to it at the Budget Hearing, if 

needed.  All were in favor and the motion carried.   
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The Board acknowledged correspondence from Quality Hardwoods, the Town’s landscaper, 

advising that the fence behind the Town Office be repaired, or replaced.  The Board would like to 

receive a quote prior to deciding.   

 

The Board discussed the missing “Town of Newfields” signs.  Michael will reach out to the Road 

Agent.   

 

Michael motioned, seconded by Jacqui, to accept the new Vonage phone service contract for the 

Town Office.  All were in favor and the motion carried.   

 

Michael motioned, seconded by Jacqui, to approve a $500 Red Cross donation request.  All were 

in favor and the motion carried.   

 

The Board discussed the proposed 2022 budget.  Michael indicated that there will be a 14% 

increase in taxes prior to entering the Fire department’s funding request.  With the funding added, 

it will increase to 21.7%.  The Board will need to find $80k to offset the Fire department’s budget.  

Michael suggested adding $20k to the department’s budget and utilizing $60k from ARPA to offset 

some of the increase.  Betsy preferred to get the $80k approval via the Warrant Article.  Jacqui 

agreed that it is a lot of money to spend without resident approval. Michael advised the Board 

members that insurance companies will not re-rate the Town if the Warrant Article does not pass 

and will add hundreds to residents’ insurance cost.  Michael added that nothing is being added; no 

fire truck or building addition.  This only ensures that the Town continues to operate as normal 

and that the people who are volunteering will continue to be available to serve the Town. 

 

Jacqui suggested re-allocating the $50K in fire truck reserves to go towards the department instead.  

Betsy said that they cannot; the Town cannot change the purpose of the Warrant. Jacqui then 

suggested removing the truck reserve this year and adding a new one for the purpose of funding 

the department.  She added that it would make more sense to raise the $50k to support the new 

system and try it out for the year. The money Michael replied that it would just delay the 

purchasing of a new truck and robbing Peter to pay Paul.   

 

After continued discussion, the Board decided to add $20k to the Fire department’s operating 

budget for the implementation of the on-call and pay-for-calls to see what will work best for the 

department and expects the Fire department to report back to the Board on a regularly basis.   

 

With this increase the operational outlay is now $1,833,099 which is an 8.8% increase over last 

year.  With the Warrant Articles, it becomes $1,890,099.  The tax effort would be a 16% increase. 

 

Betsy brought up the topic of Town’s mosquito control budget.  She believes the Town should 

only pay for the surveillance and not the spraying.  Michael advised her to discuss it at the 

Deliberative Session.  

 

The Board discussed the recycling expenditures for 2021 against the 2022 budgeted 

amount.  Michael will check to see if the unused amount raised from the Warrant Article may go 

into the Unassigned Funds Balance.  
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Michael informed the Board that the Rockingham Planning Commission is offering services at an 

hourly rate which may make more sense to utilize them instead of contracting with Glenn 

Greenwood with whom we have a yearly contract. This may save the Town a few thousand 

dollars.  

    

Michael will speak with Sue McKinnon to finalize numbers for the Budget Hearing scheduled 

January 11, 2022.    

 

Jacqui motioned, seconded by Michael, to approve the 12/7/21 Select Board Meeting Minutes as 

amended.  All were in favor and the motion carried.  

 

The Board confirmed the following meetings: 

 

January 11th Board Meeting at 6:30pm 

January 11th Budget Hearing at 7:00pm  

January 25th Board Meeting at 7:00pm  

February 8th Deliberative Session 

 

At 9:00 pm, Michael motioned, seconded by Betsy, to adjourn the meeting.  All were in favor and 

the motion carried.   

 

Respectfully submitted,  

 

 

 

Kisha Therrien 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    


